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IMPROVEMENT IN CORSET-CLASPS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 221,588, dated November 11, 1879 ; application filed
August 26, 1879.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, AUGUSTINE B. CURTIS,
of Birmingham, in the county of New Haven
and State of Connectlcut have invented a
new Improvement in Corset- Clasps; and Ldo
hereby declare the following, when taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings
and the letters of reference marked thereon,
to be a full, clear, and exact deséription of the

same, and’ which said drawings constitute
part of this speuﬁoatlon, and reprebeut in—

Figure 1, a front view of the two parts at-
tuhed together; Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,and 7, de-

tached views.

This invention relates to an improvement
in clasps for securing the fronts of corsets to-
gether; and it consists in the construction, as
hereinafter described, and particularly recited
in the claim.

As represented in the drawings, the two
parts form the two front sections of the cor-
set, and may be thus prepared and then at-
taohed to the corset; or the corset may be
constructed to receive the springs or clasps in
pockets formed in the corset itself.

To one edge a spring or steel, A, is attached,
provided on its edge with hooks a, more or
less in number, which are preferably formed
of sheet metal, and riveted to the steel, either
before or after the covering may have been
placed on the steel, or the steel in the pocket.
This pocket is.made with an edge, B, Ly
which this part of the clasp may be attached
to one edge of the corset.

The other part of the clasp consists of a
plain broad steel, C, arranged in a pocket,
and a second narrower steel or spring, D,
also arranged in a pocket, but independent
of the pocket of the broad steel C. The pock-
ets at the rear edge of the two steels C D are
secured together throughout their length, as
seen in Fig. 7, leaving the forward edge free
and so that it may be turned up from the steel
G, as indicated in broken lines, Fig. 7, or en-
tirely over, as seen in Tig. 5, so as to expose
the meeting surfaces of the two. These two

steels C D are curved’ into the usual form, as
seen in Fig.2; hence, when lying together,
one upon the other, as seen in Figs. 4and T,
and secured together at their rear edges, the
curvature tends to hold them close one upon
the other, because turning the steel D up

from the steel C tends to straighten the two,
and the reaction of the spring tends to return
and hold them together.

On the under side of the steel D eyes or
loops ¢ are furauged (see T'iga. 5 and 6, and
brokeun lines, Fig. 1,) corresponding to the
hooks a on the other part, A, of the clasp;
henee if the hooks @ on the part A be passed
between the twosteels C D by the eyes ¢, and
in line with them, and drawn outward, they
will surely engage the eyes.and be prevented
from disengagement, because of the pressure
of the two steels C D one upon the other.

To conveniently introduce the hooks, tabs
E are stitched between the two steels C D at
the hinging-point, and so as to extend for-
ward beyond the edge of the steel D, as seen
in TFig. 1, and so that by lifting or pulling the
said tabs outward the steel D will be turned
upward, as indicated in broken lines, Fig. 7.
Then, when the hooks a are properly arranged,
the steel D may be left free to return to its po-
sition and engage the hooks; but the round-
ed end of the hooks will readily pass the edges
bysimply pressing them between the two steels
CD.

To disengage the hooks, however, it is nec-
essary to raise the steel D, and for this pur-
pose the tabs Il may be used.

The two parts C D are arranged in pockets
with a projecting edge, F, which may be used
as a means for securing the clasp to the edge
of the corset, the same on the part A,

I do not broadly claim the combination, in
a corset-clasp, of a broad and narrow steel,
forming one part, and a narrower steel form.
ing the other part to overlap the projecting
p‘lI’tS of the broad steel, as such 1 am awareis .
not new.

‘What I do claim is—

A corset-clasp consisting of the two curved
steels or springs C D, arranged in pockets,
stitched together at their rear edge to form a
hinge between the two, the spring D, provided
with eyes e on its surface next the spring C,
combined with the spring A, provided with
hooks a, corresponding to the eyes e on the
spring D, substantially as described.

AUGUSTINE B. CURTIS,

‘Witnesses:

JoHN E. EARLE,
Jos. C. BARLE,




